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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achieve-
ments and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

PHS’ NOSB Team Excels 
On June 8, the PHS National Ocean Science Bowl 
(NOSB) team traveled to Mystic Aquarium to em-
bark on a penguin adventure and participate in a 
hematology lab. The team, consisting of junior Ra-
chel Orzechowski, seniors Lisa Stasaitis, Amy 
Martin and co-captains Marisa Jandreau and 
Caitlin Lewis, won the trip to Mystic by competing 
in the Quahog Bowl at Project Oceanology earlier 
in the year. The PHS team managed a third place 
finish, winning the trip to Mystic. PHS faculty 
member Ken Fusco has been advisor to the 
NOSB Team for seven years. 

Budget Brief  
On Monday, June 8, 2009, the Board of Educa-
tion approved a final budget to comply with the 
Town Council appropriation of $32,446,447 or a 
0.5% ($174,568) increase over the FY09 
budget. As a result of this appropriation, the 
Board of Education included a number of addi-
tional reductions to their approved budget. First, 
some employee groups agreed to wage and 
benefit concessions in an attempt to reduce the 
impact on educational resources. The adminis-
trators agreed to a five-day furlough, elimination 
of their tax-sheltered annuity payments for one 
year, and a health-savings account benefit op-
tion. The custodial union and other non-
bargaining employees agreed to a wage freeze. 
As a result of these concessions, the district 
saved $135,000. However, even after these 
concessions, reductions from the current level of 
services were made in many areas. We will be 
eliminating 11 certified positions including ele-
mentary classroom teachers, a high school Eng-
lish teacher, and a health and world languages 
teacher at the middle school. We are also elimi-
nating non-certified positions including a mainte-
nance position, a tutor position, a monitor posi-
tion and two 0.5 FTE office professional posi-
tions. Programmatically, Reading Recovery 
training has been cut, both fall cheerleading and 
indoor track at the high school have been elimi-
nated, as well as intramurals at both the middle 
school and high school. Also, the district will no 
longer continue offering late bus service. Finally, 
a number of school supply accounts, facilities 
items and professional development and travel 
funding have been cut from the budget.  
 

Guarino Eats The Worm(s)! 
In support of the Middle School’s literacy initiative, 
MSP Principal Matthew Guarino pledged to eat a 
worm if students read at least 1,000 books this 
year. As of June 10, a  total of 1,017 books were 
read and middle school students participated in 
458 online book discussions using Wikispaces,  
coordinated by Tom Kennedy and Joyce Lynch. 
During a recent video segment of MSP morning 
announcements, Guarino made good on his prom-
ise, eating not one, but a handful of worms.  

Blue Devils On The Move…. 
PHS Athletic Director John Zadnik received the 
Softball Umpire of the Year Award from the Con-
necticut High School Coaches' Association at the 
All-State Softball Banquet held recently. In addi-
tion, PHS junior Shelby Marquis was selected to 
the Class M All-State Softball Team and was 
among the All-State Softball Banquet honorees.  
PHS senior DJ Voisine also received an award as 
an All-State baseball player. 


